
BACHELORS WITH HISTORY AS MAJOR (CT – II) 
5th SEMESTER 

HST522J2 HISTORY _ SOCIO-CULTURAL HISTORY OF MEDIEVAL INDIA 
CREDITS: THEORY: 4; INTERNSHIP / TUTORIAL: 2 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
The medieval period being a period of great cultural change, entailed the fusion of various socio-cultural beliefs, practices, and 
philosophies that shaped the composite culture of India. The cultural synthesis is best reflected in medieval Indian art, architecture, 
painting, and devotion. The paper highlights the workings of medieval society and culture. It offers perspectives on important themes 
like social structure, gender, and medieval aesthetics. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
After the completion of the course, the learners are expected to 

 Study the growth of composite socio-cultural life, including art and architecture. 

 Sensitize learners about gender relations in medieval India. 

 See the role of devotional movements in the development of composite culture. 

 Explain and appreciate art, architecture and painting in medieval India 
 
THEORY (4 CREDITS) 
 
UNIT-I 

 Indian Society on the eve of Turkish Conquest: An Overview 
 Social Mobility in Delhi Sultanate 

 
UNIT-II 

 Social Structure of Mughal India 
 Women in Mughal India 

 
UNIT-III. 

 Sufism in India: Major Orders and their Role 
 Bhakti Movement: Saints and Teaching 
 Sikhism: Emergence and Teaching 

 
UNIT-IV 

 Architecture under Sultans 
 Mughal Architecture and Painting 

 
INTERNSHIP OR TUTORIAL (2 CREDITS) 

 Guided Visit to any historical monument or Mughal Garden and report writing on it. 
 Moderated discussion and reading of any prominent work on Medieval Indian society and Culture 
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